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Hermetick Art 
CONTINUED. 
Teveſti- 1 Hope, Gentlemen, 


gator. vou are come pre- 
red for a Profitable Debate; 
ra n aſſure you, for my own! 
part, tis for that end and no 
other I make my Appearance. 
A. Since our laft Meeting, 
we have conſidered of it: amongſt 
our ſelves, and do conclude it 
wil be to little pur poſe to pro- 
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2 A fbort Enquiry into 
ceed by ſhewing more of our 
Intentions, fince you neither ap- 
prove of the Proceſſes. already 
mentioned by us, nor tell us 
wherein they are amiſs. Pray 


wherein do you think that of 
ours was ſo, ſince it ſeems to 
be graunded ſo firmly on the 
plain Sayings of the Philoſo- 
pher I mentioned? a 
Inveſt, The ſeeming Autho- 
rity any Proceſs may have from 
the Philoſophers Books does by 
no means ſufficiently prove it to 
be right; becauſe as they have 
called their Matters 5 after a the 
Names of moſt things which are 
known, ſo tis an eaſy thing to 
find, in their Books, Names and 
Expreſſions which may ſeem- 
ingly favour, I fay, almoſt every 
2992 ”" Under- 
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. the Hermatek Ari. 3 
Vnderta ng of this kind, ſo 

many are their Allufions, Simi- - 
les, Metaphors and Parables. 
I ſhall therefore make my Re- 
py to you, with as much Phi- 
oſophical Authority as I may; 
and in order to it, ſhall in a very 
great degree, keep to the Words 


of the Maſters of this Art, tho' 


not always to the exact Tran- 
ſcription of them. I ſhall alſo 
Premiſe, that when J uſe only 


_ 2 fingle Authority, tis for Bre- 
vity, or that I think it ſuffici- 


ent; for of this he aſſured, that 
I could confirm theſe with the 
common confent of all true Phi- 
loſophers; bat a Word to Wiſe 
Men is enough, and never ſo 
many to the Otherwiſe would 
not reform them. | 
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4 A fhott Enquiry ito 
In Objection then to your 
Proceſs upon Nitre, as well as 


to all of the ſame Kind, va 
ried ever ſo many ways after 


the different Fancies of Opera- 


tors, let this ſuffice, viz. I boſe 


who ſeck the Art in Salts,. Alloms 


and Borax's, ſpall not, nor cannot 


ore it would 
be a ſooliſb and vain thing, to think 
to extract the Elixir from any thing 


find it in em. Therefe 


wherein it is not, as ſome Inſatu- 


ated Men have conceited, .for that 
was never the Intention of Philoſa- 


pbers, when they have ſpoken of 
fuch things by Stnulitude. 


A. I told you our deſign was 
to make only the true Diſſolvent 


from it, whereby we might diſ- 
ſolve Sl radically, in order to 


multiply its Specie; and we 
think, 


' the Hermetick Art. 5 
think, Philalethes, whoſe Wri- 
tings - you ſeem to defend, at 
aft Stile your ſelf a Lover of, 
approves of ſuch a Menſtruum. 

Inveſt. His Writings do not 
ſtand in need of any Rene of 
mine; what I do, in reſpect to 
him, is for the ſake of others, 
by thewing, and which is un- 
queſtionably true, that what he 
practiſed and wrote was Con- 
ſonant (tho by the difference of 
his way of Writing it may ſeem 
to ſome otherwiſe) to the Prin- 


ciples and Univerſal Practice ot 


all the Antients from Hermes 
to this Day; a great Number 
of whom he quotes, and al- 
ways to the purpoſe, ſome of 
which I ſhall Name, tho not 
in order of time, but as they 
nen B 3 occur, 


s 2 Hort Enquiry into 0 
occur, viz. Hermes, Morien, 
Rafis, Albertus, Geber, Arte- 
phrus, Haly, Rozius, e, 
Ariftotle, Meuabdes, Kals Phi- 
8 
riſlaus ur gary, 
Dione 8 
vogtus,, Lully, Treviſan, Hannnel, 
Arcamem Hermeticum, Johannes 
de Laxnioro, Riley, Lamſprim, 
N orton, Richar | 


. with many others, 
But to proceed ; ET 

Radical Diſſolution, in or- 
der to Generation or Multipli- 
ceation of a Species, muſt be a- 
lone performed by the Radical 
Humidity of that thing, which 
not only diſſolves, but adheres 


and coa eſces with it, yr 10 
On 


the Hani At 7 

- wp 2 Salts, &c. 
away from the Bod alved, 
leaving it _ and 5 a dry 


Powder not eaſily flowing, as.that 
is which has its on Humi- 


dir fixed with it. 
We may obſerve in the Seeds 
of Vegetables, from their firſt 
Sprouting, they are ſupphed 
with theRac ical Moiſture: which 
they draw, vi. the Sap, which 
coaleſces with it and o i pro- 
ceeeds to its ultimate Perfe ion, 
for that Rotation. But if the 
Seeds be moved by farther Ro- 
tations, they are again multipli- 
ed by the ſame Radical Moiſture 
without end, as it were. 
. Theſe things ſufficiently prove 
to me, that no Liquor, tho ne- 
ver ſo wonderfully dran out 
1993 1-0 B 4 of 
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of Salts, ever did, or ever will 


diſſolve S Radically i in. the way 


of Generation. 


B. What have you to object 


againſt our Matter being the 
right, ſince as I told you it was 
created of God, and eontains 
in its: Bowels all Metals, Mer- 
cury and Precious Stones. 

. This is a pleaſing Con- 
ceit, and may make a pretty Gin- 
gle inthe Ears of very Ignorant 
Men. For tho' tis true that this 
Globe of Earth was created, and 
contains all theſe things in it, and 
as you ſaid before produces them 
too, and tho ſome Muds and Par- 


te Earths will yield ſuch 


Appearances in Diſtillation, as 
you have ſpoke of, what is this 
to the End you propole, viz. the 
Perfect 


Perfect Iincture for Metals? 

_ Tis as obvious as the Sun at 
Noon-Day; that the Terra Ade- 
mica, Terra Lemma, and Terra 


Poliata, ſpoken of by Philoſophers, 
are vaſtly different and remote 
from any part that can be ſele&- 
ed from this Globe of Earth, even 
tho' it ſhould be ſuch as was im- 
mediately contiguous to Gold, 
Silver or Mercury in the Mines, 
but is an Earth made by them, 
and which they often call their 
Chaos, out of which they can 
draw a Mercury of Superemi- 
nent Virtues, as well as Perfect 
Gold and Silver. Therefore 
muſt declare your Earth and 
Proceſs to be but a Counterfeit, 
in my Opinion, fit to paſs only 
amongſt the moſt Ignorant. One 
B 5 :- 


both of Sun and Moon, for the top 
of the Ancient Mountains, for the 
Apples (or Sweetneſs ): of the Ever- 
laſting Hills, Se. Pray the Lord, 3 
my Son, from the 4. of. thy 
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of the Philoſophers, ſpeaking of 


their Earth, makes-it to be the 


Bleſſing of Foſeph: (who was 


teperated from his Brethren; as 
the Philoſophers in this Art are) 
Deut. 33. which he renders thus. 


Bleſſed of the Lord be his Land, 


for the Apples of Heaven, for the 


Ve aud. for the Deep that lyeth- 


Beneath ; for the Apples of — 5 


Heart, "that he w Beſtom upon 
thee a Portion of thes Bleſſed Land 


or Earth.. Another of them favs, 
Our Earth 1s not the Simple le 


ment of Earth, but Hlemented 


Earth, which Abs all the He- 


ments. 


9 


virtue of 
you mention; but fince you do- 


been ſaid, as ſufficient to exclude 


the Heremetick Art. "Bs 


ments | proportionably mixed, | and 


in a degree reconciled, tho” not 


. 


yet wholly purified nor fixed; 
and yet contain 8, Luna and 
Mercury im its Bo,wels. 
C. What have you againſt the 
Matter of Fact, which 1 related 
in the Proceſs upon N itriol, which 
the Gentleman aſſured me was 
told him as a certain Truth, by 
%% SE 

Inveſt. For my own part, I 
take Vitriol to be effectually in- 


eluded under Salts, Alloms, Vc. 


and in my Enquiry ſhall make it 
of no- other account, whatever 
3 may retain of it by 

l the Hear ſay· aſſurance | 


not feem ſatisfied, with-what has 


it, 


1 9 fort Enquiry into 


it, Icanbut deliver it over to the 
Philoſophers, and for Brevity, 
to Candid Ripley only. L 
And be thou l in choofing of thy 
Water, 


Meddle th no Salt, Sulphur, nor 


mean Mineral, 
For whatſoever any one ta thee do 


Clatter, i. e. Babble. 


Our Sulplur and Mercury be only 
in Metals, 


Which Oils aus I: aters ſome Men 
call, 


Favles and Birds ak aber N. ames. 


many one, 


Becauſe that Fools ſbould never er find | 


aur Stone. 


D. What we offer'd at our 
laſt Conference, comes very near 


the Intention of Philoſophers, 


that is the Multiplication of 


4 Light, 


jet a Star, and we are perſuad- 


ed, as this is a degree of Light, 
not to be contemned, it may, 


by Art, be multiplied. _ 

Inveſt. 1 told you my Opini- 
on then, that the Multiplication 
of Light in a proper Subject was 
the ultimate Perfection of this 
Art. We are aſſured by the Phi- 
loſophers, that it may be ſo mul- 
tiplied, as to become permanent 


and never fading, as they wit- 
neſs. And as this is the ks of 


this Art, ſo we find 'tis the Per- 
fection of Divinity alſo. For 
as the Philoſophers lead us from 

ir Chaos, through various O- 


perations to the Perfection of 
their Lights, ſo we are led bß 
E all 
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Light; for, as we them ſuid, we 
can produce out of a Dark Sub- 
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all the inſpired Men, from the 
firſt Chaos of the World, through 
the many Diſpenſations of it, to 


venly Jeruſalem, which has no 


need of the Light of the Sun by 


Day, nor of the Moon, for there 
is no Night there. And ſo we 
ſee Fire is multiplied upon a pro- 
per Subject, and as / 
if a whole Shire were Flax, one 
Spark of Fire is capable of ma- 
king the whole ſo. But both 
Light and Fire muſt have its 


pry Subject, or they cannot 
_ be multiplied. We ſee that im- 


menſe, as one may call it, Body 


of Light, the Sun, illuminates 


the proper Subject the Air, not 


Earth, c. and how wonder- 
: fully is this done ever y Four and 
e Twenty 


orton ſays, 


. 
> 


— 


— re ernennnnnnen 


Twenty Hours, the = Fir- 
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mament beir at lengtie, frorw 
the firſt glimmering or leaſt de- 
gree of Light, filed with its 
Rays; the Pemerfions of it not 
to be computed. The thing 
therefareto-be confi dered 1 in the 


Philoſophick Work, is the pro- 


per Subject of both giving and 
receiving Light; which 1 con- 
eeive is ſufficiently hinted in the 
courſe of this Enquiry. 

I know many have mi; keily: 
boaſted of a Star rag fins com = 
duce, as yon fay 
Subject, which ſo far as Dark 


| fallen under my Obfervation, 
has proved to- them, whatever 


it might be in its ewn Nature, 


an Ignis Fatuus, and not a Pole or 


Star to ſteer by ; and inftead of 
guiding them in their courſe, 
they 
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16 Abort Enquiry imo 
they have had many a weary, 
Dance, perſuading themſelves all 
the while they were near their 


Journey's End, whereas they 


have found-they had not been 
far from the place from whence 
they ſet out; and this they have 


repeated ſo often, it may be for 
many Years, till at length they 


_ Curſe their Aſtronomy, and Swear 
there is no ſuch Science. As tho, 


becauſe they cannot perform the 


deſired Voyage by this Star, no 


Marriner could by any other of 


greater Altitude and Lucidity; 


ways. For Philoſophers, ſteer- 


| - 


ing chiefly by the North-Pole | 


and Venus Orient, can perform 
the Work; but by no others, if 


theſe are wanting. The latter, 
they ſay, is a Star of a Paliſh 
= . 
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Purple Colour, ſhewing its Solar 
Nature, and by whoſe means 
and aſſiſtance Soi himſelf arrives 
at the higheſt Colour and Tin- 
cture, which the Experienced 
know. Aſch-Mexareph fully 
ſneweth this, when he bids you 


not to be deceived by expecting 


Nogah, Venus, to be of a White 
Splendor, as the Word ſeemed 
to import ;- but that it both has 
received and gives a Solar Nature, 
as I have faid, tho' it ſelf is not 
yet mature and fixed. 
Lou ſee now of what Nature 
and Conſequence this Star is in 
their Aſtronomy and Naviga- 
tion ; ſuch therefore as your 
Aſtronomy is, ſuch will be your 
Navigation; if your Aſtronomy 
be good, you may paſs, without 
- tear, 
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fear, directly into the Ocean; if 
not, you muſt always remain in 
fight of Land, and never reach 


the Golden Coaſt. 


It was by the Advice and Pre- 


ſent of Y. enus, that Hippominss 


overtook and enjoyed Atalanta. 


So Riple)⸗ xdviſes to conſult with 


Venus in the Beginning, as I 
hinted in the firſt Part. And as 
Venus furniſhed Hippomines with 
Three Golden Apples, ſo did he 


as prudently uſe them; for after 
the firſt, ſhe rather ran more 


nimbly than before, through the 
Joy of it; the ſecond had a 
greater Effect, by taking up her 


Mind with the Beauty and Va- 
lue of it; but the third, being 


feaſonably applied, accompliſh- 
ed the thing, and intirely ſtayed 


her 
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her being captivated: with: its 
= UID. 
Venture not therefore to run 
with Atalanta, without advi- 
fing with Venus, leſt you are 


ſlain inftead of attaining her. 
Learn to know the uſe of this 


Star, I ſay, both Occidental and 
Oriental] in your Voyage, or you 
may miſerably rove and una- 
wares run into a Gulph of Error. 

To theſe we muſt add the 


Knowledge of their Magnet and 


Needle, which converts it ſelf 


to tbe Pole, alſo the Points of 
their Compaſs, by which they 
Steer, then and not till then 


expect a Suceſsful Voyage. If 
your Theory therefore be not 


right, it muſt be mended, and 


hen. your Practice will be ſoon 


* . 
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ſo too, but not before: For o- 
therwiſe ſhould you put to Sea a 


Thouſand times, it will be but 


as ſo many Caſual Experiments, 
and Accidental Tryals, which 


the Philoſophers exclude from 


Succeſs. Many things might be 


added concerning their Sea and 
Winds, wherein they give Neceſ- 


ſary Cautions about the contrary: 
ones, but Experience will inſtruck 
when the Theory is compleat. 

D. You may remember our 


T Opinion was, that the Fire of 
Pulcan was the Artificial Death 


of the Metals, Oc. 


Inveſt. 1 will add " on? 


ding and ſucceeding Words to 


thoſ: you urge, which to me 


ſeem a ſufficient Anſwer to you. 
Firſt, By ſhewing that common 
; _ Fire 


n_ 
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Fire cannot deſtroy the Soul or 
Life of Gold and which is its 
Perfection: Secondly, That the 


Bir. of Vulcan he ſpeaks of, is 
not C 
he, 18 a Body, whoſe Soul is retired 


Culinary. Gold Yulgar, ſays 
into a ſtrong hold, that it may be de- 
fended from the Violence of the Fire. 
I berefore, ſaith the Philoſophers, 
the. Fire of Vulcan i the Artificial 
Death of the Metals, and as many 


_ as have ſulfered Fuſion, have in it 


Joſt their Lafe. If thou canſt apply 


this /wittily, both to thy imperfect 


Body and fiery Dragon, thou needs no 
other Key to all our Secrets, Make 
this witty Application, -or you 
can reap no advantage ; and as 
this is a Key to all their Secrets, 
ſo believe there are ſecret Wards 


in At. 3 $34 1 ; 1 
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20 A foot Rau its 
Jo deſtroy Gold is not an 
$i eaſter task than to make it; to 
„ melt it in a Crucible is moſt eaſy, 
5 hut the Fuſion of it in the Fire of 
0 their Vulcan moſt ſecret. When 
"1 Gold is melted intheir Mercury, 
1 as Ice in warm Water, not onl 
its Soul but whole Form is taken 
from it. Nor are other Metals 
ſecure from the Force of this 
devouring Fire, nor is that any 
wonder when it can thus over- 
come Gold it ſelf, whoſe Per- 
fection is ſuch as to defend it 
ſelf from the Violence of com- 
mon Fire, tho it cannot from 
the Power of this. If, when 
he ſays, for our Gold ia Chaos, 
whoſe Soul 15 not put to flight by the 
Fire, he had added, But Gold 
Vulgar is a Body, whoſe Soul is 


the 
1 97 
0 


which, 
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put to flight by the Fire, you 


might have had ſome Colour for 


your Inference; but he ſays juſt 
the contrary, that it neither is 
nor can be by common Fire, 

as I faid before, is its 
Perfection. And which I think 
fignifies plainly what he intend- 
ed by thus expreſſing himſelf, 
viz. Gold Vulgar is a Body of 
ſo great Strength, that it will 
be a hard Labour to draw his 


Soul from him; but our Gold is 


a Chaos, a tender Body, or ra- 
ther a Spirit, whoſe Soul it re- 
tains in it ſelf, as common Gold 


does, but contrary to that, this 


lyes ſo open, that it is capable of 
in Hare, and bene put 
to flight by the Fire. In ſhort, 
theſe as well as many other 
7 25 9 Places 
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Places are part of that Subtil 
Stile I hinted in the Begining, 
which. contributes ſo much to 
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the Impeding your Knowledge; 
for they know how to place their 


Words ſo as their Readers will 


be much more affected with the 


Shell of em, than diſcern the 


Kernel, vix. their Intention. 
I é own, many Philoſophers 


have written of one Matter, 


which is not perfected by Na- 


ture, nor wholly imperfe&, but 
in the way to Perfection, as yuu 
before have ſaid, and that this 
would perfect the Work of it ſelf. 
But here we muſt again be care- | 


ful of their Subtil -way of Wri- 


ting. For tho' I do believe they 
herein ſpeak the Truth, (as I 
ſhewed at our laſt Meeting can- 
. cerning 


the Hermetick Art, ns 
cerning their Chaos, that it con- 
tain'd all things requiſite, asthat 
of the Chaos of the World did, 
and which indeed isconfirmed by 
the Univerſal Conſent of Philo- 


ſophers) yet in this alſo ſome 


neceflary Cautions muſt be ob- 
ſerved. For though they may 
ſay this Matter is produced by 

ature, yet not by Nature a- 
lone, which makes a very wide 


difference. Nature may be ſaid 


to make Man or a Chick, but not 
Nature alone without the help 
and will of Man concurring, 


and bringing Agent and Pati- 


ent together; for unleſs Man 


take care to provide a Cock to 
tred the Hen, her Eggs will not 
produce 1 Chick. Hear Send:- 
vozius's Opinion of this thing, 
G who 
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who has moſt excellently deter- 
mined the matter, vix. I tell 


thee, my Son] one 15 not made of one 


N. aturally ; for thus to do 15 proper 
to God alone: Let it ſuffice thee that 


thou art able out of two to make one, 


winch will be profitable to thee. 
This is ſpoke of Multiplicative 


Generation, {uch as their Elix- 


ir, not of unary Perfections. 
For Nature doth produce Gold 
without the aid of Man, but as 
the Elixir is above the Power 
of Nature alone, fo is the produ- 
fon of its firſt matter, Tho' it 
muſt not be denied, but Nature 


furniſhes the Materials, of 


which, by her Aid, Art makes 
the firſt matter of the Stone to 


appear. And as the End is 


above the Power of Nature a- 
lone, 


— 
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lone, ſo is the Beginning, antl 
which I would adviſe you to 
take notice.of. Therefore what- 


ever Alufions, Metaphors or E- 


nigma's the Philoſophers uſe, 
they.affert, they muſk all be re- 


duced to theſe ſtanding Rules, 


ſome Exceptions to be allowed 
for Compariſons between Ani- 
mal, Vegetable and Mineral Pro- 
du&tons, which a diſcreet Artiſt 
will eaſily make: Geber ſays; Ne 
find) modern Artiſts deſcribe to us 
but one only Stone, both for the N. hite 
and Red, which vue grant to be true, 
for in each Plixir there is no other 
thing than Argent Vive and Sul- 
pbur, therefote tis called by Pbilo- 


ſopher's one Stone, altho tis drawn 
from divers things. In another 


place he has, in a different way 
„ of 


28 A ſbort Enquiry into 
of Speaking, delivered us the _ 
Principles thus, Our Stone ig uo 
other than a Fetent Spirit and Li- 
| ving V. ater, by a N. atural Propor- 
ton, cleanſed and united with ſuch 
a union, that they cannot be ſepa- 
rated from one anot ber; this we 
call dry Water. Io theſe two muſt 
be added alſoathird, for abreviating 


attenuated. As no 


the Work, namely a pee Body 
eſtimony 


can be clearer, ſo we need no 


Authority greater. Nor does 
he in the leaſt contradict him- 


ſelf, when he ſays, 17 Jou can 


compleat it of Argent Vive alone, you 
well be the finder of a moſt prectous 


Perfection. Since Evel that 15 


compounded of two, as is juſt 
above ſaid, inſeperably mixed 
and purified. For this Argent 


ve 
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Vive has its own Volatile, pure 
20 || SulphurandArſenick in itsBelly, 
” | which will congeal and fix it, 
and then it may be called S- 
5 phur, which hides its own Ar- 
gent Vive in its Belly, and de- 
fends it from the Violence of 
the Fire. Be 3 
This Water thus united with 
its imperfect Body he calls, by 
way of Eminence, Argent Vive of 
Argent Vive, becauſe it took its 
beginning fram the matter of Ar- 
gent Vive which was created or na- 
tural, --- I not of its whole Sub- 
ſtance, for there are Superfluities 
thrown of, and a Spiritual Body 
introduced, and what 1s now 
vifible, is part of the Created or 
Natural Argent Vive, and part 
of the Spiritual Body. And he 
N puts 


wiz. It muſt be taken from thoſe 


muſt. be ſought as well in Bodies as 


in the Subſtance of Argent Vive, 


| by theſe things, This Experi- 


Principles, and by ſhewing the 


39 A. foort Enquiry mio 
puts this grand Queſtion, as if it 
were on the behalf of Enquirers. 
From what things this Argent Vive 
may be beſt extracted. 5 And, in 
my Opinion, anſwers it as fully, 


things in which it is; 115 as well 
in Bodies, as in Argent Vive it 
ſelf. Iberefore of which ever ſort 
the Medicine is, this precious Stone 


for it was never the Intention of | 
Philoſophers it fbould be ſought elſe- 
where: ---- Our Anceſtors could not, 
nor can we, nor fhall they that come 
after us, find any other way, than 


enced Philoſopher leads us yet 
further to the Knowledge of the 


* 
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Properties 
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Properties of the Medicine even 
draws.a Conſent, from the care- 
ful Obſervers of it, that it can 
. draw its Original from nothing 
8 elſe, according to the neceſſity of 
the Law of Nature. For if the 
Propertieshe mentions were duly 
conſidered, Sentence would paſs 
at once upon moſt of the Falſe 
and Forreign Matters. And in- 
deed would help to regulate the 
Practice upon the True, for as 
he ſays, in the Preparation made 
by Sublination, Be not negligent, 


©4250 Is OW” ; yd * 1 — "—_ 
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4 


„ | for ſuch as its bY ea Phat be, 
2 ſuch. will be its erfecion, ſome 
1 through negligence in Preparation, 
1 have made imper feds inſtead of per- 
t fect Bodies i 4 2 a . Have 
1 "a care therefore thou daft not make 
* Mater Death _— bf Water of 


8 Len 0 


32 A ſhort Enquiry into 
This crafty Author has in- 
terſperſed the greateſt Truths a- 
mongſt a Thouſand Broileries 
and Subtil Inventions, which 
method he choſe. rather- than - 
Anigmatical Diſcourſes, as he 
owns, but m ſuch a way of ſpeaking 
as is agreeable to the Mill of the moſt» 
Higb, Bleſſed, Sublimæ and Glorious. 
God, who gives it to, and with-holds 
it from whom he pleaſes. 
Thus has he under the known 
Names of Argent Vive and Sul- 
phur, propoſed the Generation of: 
this moſt ſecret Stone, as others, 
eſpecially the Ancient Poets, 
have done by abundance of Al- 
legories, which taken other- 
ways than Chymically, would. 
not only be Monſtrous but Im- 
ptous, and, for the moſt part of 
; a 


the. Heremefick ns. 23; 
them, without Foundation and 


Fabulous. Heweyer they con- 


cur in this, that Nature mul- 
tiplies things by at leaſt two Pa- 
rents, God alone Creating from 
one, ay has beeri ſaid; and Which 
cught not to be forgot. Hermes 
allows it not only a Father and 
Mother, but a Nurſe : And 
Lully Ks not bern. wanting to 
Ku that the Stone has two 
Fa thers and t wo Mothers, allud- 
ing to its double Birth. Others 
have aſſigned to their Offspring 
three Fathers, as in the Pro- 
duction of Orion, 1. e. Apollo, 


Vulcan and Mercury ; „ . theſe 


are curious Subtilties written 
and invented to amuſe the 
nk and hide the Art; 
however we may gather from 
W C 3 theſe 


Purpoſe, 218 particularly Tall 
obſerve to ou one of 'their 


Allegories, upon occafion of your 
_ propoſing to work in one thing 

alone: They tell us that Wirk. 
tbomius 5 rung out -6f the Earth, 


whilſt Vulcan was Wreſtling with: 
Pallas, the reputed Goddeſs of V. 2 - 
dam, and: car Born without ibe 


Peer 'of @ Man, &c: which is thus 


1 Such are thofe Per- 


four; 5 00 0 the means of Vulcan: 
aul 


Aut haut the Wiſdom of Pallas, 
dh Heger Off Hopring si that are Mou- 


e wi bsut Feet and abortiur, 


which can neit ber profit at hero, non 


benefit themſelves. I he two Leas 


are two Organick Members of Man, 

without which there can bs no tus 

e ; Jo likewiſe Medicine, and 
indeed 


Bit f one i theſe are wanting 


Oripple 


or any Roſe 


_ tube Nermetook Ar k. 35 


indeed every uperawoc Art, are ſup- 


poſed to have imo Legy. B Chy- 
maftiy in particular nd Subjects 
{as it Lees) of which one is the 


Luck, \by which there will be a free 


admiſſion intot he Philoſophers Roſa- 


ty, to thoſe who have a reght to enter}. 
ſame thing as if 
Yhould tempt to Shi a 
Hare. The Key 15 a thing of the 
mengeſt value, Av in the Chap- 
Fers, and is the Root and Founda- 


it would-be t 


tion of the Roſary, or. Gow 
Ro Roſes, wit bout which, not 4 


Branch nor Bud will put for "7 


[Naturally be atked; ' where this 
Keys 1054 te ſum or forobt for? 1 


anſwer 


Key; the ober a ſecure or faſtened 


forms and ſend forth 


Leaves in a I honſand fold. It will 
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anſwer with the Oracle, I bere 
the Bones of Oteſtes were. ſaid to 
be found, ie. where Tux WinDs, 
THE OMITER, THE RESISTER 
AND THE DESTRUCTION: OF 
MN are ta be found together, i. e. 
as Lychas expounds it, in a Cop- 
per- Smith's or Braſer s- Work- 
houſe ; for by the Winde, the Bel- 
lows ; by the Sniter, the Hammer; 
by the Refiſter, the Anvil; and by 
the Deſtruction or Miſchief of Men, 
Tron ſeems to have been meant by 
the Qracle. If a Man knows how to 
Number well, and diftingurſh the 
Sens, he will certainly find this Ke 

in the Northern Hemiſphere of 5: 4 
Zodiack, and the Lock in the Sou- 
thern. (How Harmonious the 
Philoſophers are we may ſee, if 
we duly obſerve, even in places 

TO leaſt 


Aiſth- Mezare ee the ſame 
2 to this Lock and Key, vx. 


1 Lean _— to N55 fie Naaman 


commg from the 


ne rth, and ac- 
1 10 the Streugth. of Jordan 
flowing out of the North; of Jo that 
wil (throughly know or) become 
wnſe, let hum live in tbe South.) And 


| being Maſters of theſe, it will be caſ) 
io open the door and enter, and in the 


very entrance he will ſee Lean with 


ber beloved Adonis, for he has tin- 
ged the white Roſe with a Purple 


Colour, mth her Blood, M. Maier. 


I ſhall be ſorry any of youſhould 
be of that Number, mentioned 


| 55 a Philoſopher. in Turba,viz. be 


the worſe. for reading "thoſe 
things which are written for our 
-Antormation „Our Books prove ver) 

{+ injurious 


e taken mate en fe: 


38 A4-ſbart Enquiry. into 
injurious io thoſe awbo read rben bah 
once or twige, v perhaps. I bricr, 
Ei ee appointed the 

| Underſtandeng: of them, aud in Their 
whole Stady g / nd, aich wor e, 
haſe all their Money, Tam nd | 
The, ual: ep ee e 
ut Art; aud mben d Man "thanks: he 
= the whole. Wark: he will find 
Wil huuſelf paſſeſt af nothing. Tiuvis, 
as it often falls out, * bas mei- 
ther the Art, „Money nor me 
left, and ſo expires in Ignoranee, 
Sorrow and Poverty 4 
Mauy, faysaPh JoGphenlece 
 thuke about waſhing Ltd wheh * 


at the ſame time they kiow her 
. not.. Ripley lays, F many tulle of 
1 Nolin- Hood who never Shot in 
1 his Bow, therefore it ſeems tlie 
15 have ſent us to the Work · houſe 
jt where 


hw Horan Ar}; JD: 


where ſhe is -weought.- Some 
times we axe ſent to the Potter, 
the Waſher Woman and the 
Cook. Sometimes to the Hus - 
baud-Man, to the Hen and other: 
Birds; then te the Fountuins, 
Baths, Springs, Gardens, Rivers, 
and Church-yards Sometimes 

my Geometry, Divinity and 
Muſick; then te the Sun, Moon 
and Stars. Somerimes to the 
Sea, Bottom of the Sea, Bowels 
of the Earth, and end of the 
Air; to Man and Woman, and 
other Animals ; ſometimes to 
the! Motntains and Rocks, to 
the Four Elements, and: indeed 
to whole Nature. Frbin hence 
is very eaſie for Men to pleaſe 
their ſeveral Fancies with 'this 
or x the other matter; and give 
BY themſelves 


4 Hort Enquiry into 


themſelves a wonderful Enter- 
tainment in this Study, and yet 
unprofitably. For unleſs they 
make choice of the true, and 
knows it to be ſo, they remain 


1 — . — 


Ignorant and Doubtin 15 that is 

or when 
Knowledge is preſent, even but 
of their true matters, moſt if not 
every one of theſe things Will 
be known, were they ten times. 
as many%; know the Workhouſe 
and the Tools mentioned, and. 


lame and deficient. 


know all; be i ignorant of them, 


and i ignorant of all their Allego- 


ries ; another Specimen of which 
1 mall recite from one of their 
beſt Expoſitors, viz. Among ft. the 
Phuloſophers they apply to their Sol 
the Names Oſyris, Dionyſrus, Bac- 
chus fo Jugs bh Mars „Alm, Oedi- 


_ pus, 
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pus, Perſeus, Achilles, Triptolemus, 
Hippomenes and Pollux. And their 
true Lama 1x, Iſes, Juno, Penus, the 
Mother of: Oedipus; Danae, Dei- 
damia, Atalanta and Helena, as 


alſo Latona, Femele, Uropa, Leda, 


Antiope and Thalia; theſe are the 
parts of that Compound whrch be- 


fore e Work is called the Stone: 


and by the-Name F every M i 
Magnefia : After Operation, Orcus, 


Pyrrhus Appollo, ſcula us. The 
adjuncts ee, Aper 5 


the Operators are denommated by 
Hercules, Ulyſſes, Jaſon, I heſcus 
and Pirithous; and the dangers and 
labour which theſe underwent are 
innumerable. e 


Me may ſee the Lahoo Her- 


cules ;' the Errors of Uliſſes ; the 


Dangers. of Jaſon; the Indeawors of 
in 
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42 A fort Enquiry imo 
Theſeus; and the Remoras of Piri- 
thous. I hũ 46 the great Matter and 
Doctrine (of their Buoks,) through: 


which in ever) Page Saturn, 


Mercury and Vulcan do oſten occur. 


- 
. 


which nothing can be effected, the 
ſecond as the Matter and Form. and 
the third as the Efficient. Sol takes 
Luna to be bis I ife, Jupiter takes 
Juno, asSaturn, Kheam, and Oſy- 


us. Mothers 1 omb, who was Burnt 


y the Thunder of Jupiter, that ſo 
he may be brought to Maturity in 
the I bigbof bis Fat ber Jupiter, c. 
And at laft-concludes, And ſo 
you ſee there 15 a Concord in them 
all, M. Maier. Make a right uſe 
of this Expoſition, and you will 
be abundantly let to rights in 


your Enquiry. Here 


„„ 
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. Here we are told, this i is the 
Matter and Doctrine of the Phi- 
loſophers, and what does it con- 
tain? But a Duality of Matters; 
which is to my preſent pur- 


poſe. Tho' theſe things may 
be varied many ways, beſides 


ſhewing the Power of Gene- 
ration by two, which whole 
Nature bears witneſs to, uy 


which is needleſs to ſhew ); 55 


being too Fal to admit of I 
o keep therefore 


diſpute. 


within the bounds mentioned, of 
Saturn and Mercury. Saus As 


the Father of all, and Mercury 
the Matter and Form united, ; 


and you know Saturn himſelt, in 


Story, had two Parents. This 
Doctrine of Saturn, being the 


Father of all, agrees, again, ex- 
actly 


- 
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44 A Hort Enquiry into 
actly with Aſcb- Mezareph, in 
the place he gives their Lead 
or Saturn, which he calls Choch- | 
mah, and which he ſays, is the 


Father- of all the following Na- 


tures, which come after it and 


perfect the Work. Ibis Lead 
or Saturn, in another place he 
7 Col (or 

Obol) which is, all; becauſe therein 
lies the Syſtem of all Univerſality. 
Again he deſeribes this Matter 
thus, Ihe Metallick Root poſſeſſes 
the place of Kether; which hath a 

hidden Nature lying under great OB. 
ſeurity, and from which all Metals 
have their Original; even as all the 
reſt of the Sepbiroths are hid in tbe 
Nature of Kether, and flow 1-4 | 


ſays is Myſt ftically- calle 


thence. Saturn you know 1s re- 
puted to be the Diſcoverer of 
Tn 


athe Hermetick Art. 4. 
Fruth, and another adds, if Sa- 


turn be really preſent .you. can- 
.not Err. Don't be too confident, 


you know this Saturn, for here 


lies Wiſdom, truly known to 


none but her Children and not to 


the Vulgar, who can behold but 
externally, but are Ignorant of 


. what it contains \bfit the Scholar 


of Wiſdom goes on to analyze 


it, and then he will be made 
Rich as well as Wiſe. Some. 
know take this matter to be the 
Mineral of Lead, others a Sa- 
turnine Mineral, more crude 
than that, or it may be, this com- 
mixt with a Metal, and yet not 
Maleable; but as it is allowable 


for an Enquirer to explain his 


own meaning, I do ſay that for 
F< own part I have not been 
ſpeaking 


——— — 


46 A fort Enquiry into 
ſpeaking of a matter ſo familiar 
to Enquirers; as may at firft be 

 1mapined, but of an Animalbus 
Subject, of whick indeed you of- 
ten ſpeak and read, but know not 
the Virtue and Beauty whieh is 
in it, for if you can make tflis Su- 
turn Vomit up the Stone nie Has 
devoured, you will obtain your 
defire, the Power of doing which 
is given to Mercury aiid Penus by 
whoſe Mediation, Interpoſition 
and Help, the Stone will be pro- 
duced, but never the Red with- 
out the Purple Star of the latter. 
Theſe are called by Aſch-Meza- | 
reph, Nezach and Hod which are 
the two Mediums of the Body; 
and the Seminal receptables are the 
place of Hermaphroditical | Braſs. - 
'You know'Story makes Mercury 


and 
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and admits of no compare, tho! 


the Hermetict the 47 7 
and Venus the Parents of Her- 


miaphroditus, \' which is Synony- 


mous- with: Rebis; of which the 


| Books of Philoſophers ring, as 


alſo- with Androg ynus, Who is 


feigned to ha ve two Heads. But 
it muſt ill be obſer ved; Herma- 


vderus ſprung from two, asdid 
turn himſelf. Therefore if 


thou knoweſt this matter, and 


eſteemeſt it as thou ought, and 


cauſt cauſe it to put off its foul 


Garments, thou art bleſſed by 
God Wink no mean Talent. Thus 
have the Philoſophers pointed 
out-this-ſecret- Art under Vails 
and Allegories; not to proftitute 
it, no; 2 — and Nature forbid- 
ing; it is a Science too excellent 


te are many very uſeful w—_ i 
ut 


: 
by 
' 
k 
F 


and d which have afforded: fo ma- 


48 A fert Enquiry into OM 
but this may rather be ſaid, vir- 
tually, to contain them all, and 


is even the beſt Expoſitor of Di- 


vinity it ſelf, not only by ſhew- 


ing the Creation and Deſtructi- 
on of the World, but the true 


Figure of Mor tification, Rege- 
neration, Redemption and Ex- 


altation, ſer before. the Eyes of 


the Body, and which are in a 


moſt lively manner impreſt up- 
on the Soul; and the Mind is ſo 


furniſhed with the Knowledge 


of a Trinity in Unity, as not to 


admit of a doubt concerning ſo 
Divine and Myſterious a Truth. 

The Philoſophers. having fo 
large a ſcope, no wonder their 
Books have - been. filled with 
ſuch Various, Similitudes, Vc. 


oy 


| 


Himmfelf with 40 


— 


ho Freak Be. 49 


ty Amufemefits to tlie Readers, 
that almoſt every one fürniſhes 

Mach Theory 
ank Präctice, and "clothes 
hitiſelf with an Oz men of His 
great Ability and Skiff, when at 
che ſarne time they are Ignorant 


- of the "things whereof the Philo: 


s ſpeak, thinking if they 
knew hüt this or the other Rid- 
dle, they were Cock: ſure of the 
Art. Whereas if they had 
Twenty of them unfolded in the 
fame Languag e; they would E 

as mückt to ſeek as before. 

for Inſtance, that propoundled by | 
Sphynx to Ozdipus. What is that 


whith in the Morning goes on four x 


Feet, at Nom upon two, and in the | 
Evt:ing g upon three? The Criticks | 


may very Naturally apply it to 


* 


D: - the 
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48 A yo Fay into 
but this may rather be ſaid, vir- 
tually, to contain them all, and 
is even the beſt Expoſitor of Di- 
vinity it ſelf, not only by ſhew- 
ing the Creation and Deſtructi- 
on of the World, but the true 
Figure of Mortification, Rege- 
neration, Redemption and Ex- 
altation, et before the Eyes of 
the Body, and which are in a 
moſt lively manner impreſt . 
on the Soul; and the Mind is ſo 
furniſhed with the Knowledge 
of a Trinity in Unity, as not to 
admit of a doubt concerning ſo 
Divine and Myſterious a Truth. 
Ihe Philoſophers having fo 
large a ſcope, no wonder their 
Books have been filled with 
ſuch Various Similitudes, Vc. 
and which have afforded 10 ma- 


ny 


— 
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ny Amufements to tlie Readers, 
that atmoſt every one fyrniſhes 


himſelf with à different Theory 


and Practice, and thereby clothes 


_ himſelf with an O} nion of his 
great Ability and Skill, when at 


che ſame time they are Ignorant 


% 


of the things whereof the Philo. 
ſophers ſpeak, thinking if they 


knew but this or the other Rid- 


dle, they were Cock-ſure of the 


Art. Whereas if they had 
Twenty of them unfolded in the 
fame Language, they would be 


for Inſtance, that propounded by 


Sphynx to Oedipus. What is that 


which in the Morning goes on four 
Feet, at Noon upon two, and in the 


Ei naing upon three 2? TheCriticks 


may very Naturally apply it to 
„% » "2 me 


_% 
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as much to ſeek as before. As 
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A. ſhort. Enquiry into 
the Age of a Man, who at firſt 
is only able to crawl upon four, 

in his Middle State walk upon 
two, and in Old Age with a Staff 
upon three; but Chymically, 
which is its true intent, tis ex- 
pounded thus, AI Quadrangle or 
Four Elements are frrft of all to be 
mulch, from bene we comet 
the Hemiſphere, having two lines, a 
riht and a curve, . i 19 to the 
White Luna, f rom thence to the 
Triangle, vhichconſiſts of Body Soul 
and Spirit, or Sol, Luna and Mer- 
cury. The Stone, ſays Raſes, 15 
a Triangle in its ſſence, a Qua- 
drangle in its Qualities, And 
another adds, a Circle, in its in- 
variable Redneſs. If many of 
the other Emblematical Figures 
mentioned by Philoſophers, and 
with 


* 


any TY eee e e ee 


| the Hermctick Art: 51 
with which fo many are amuſed 
at this Day, were explained in 


the ſame manner, where would 


they be who place their greateſt 
hopes in them? Whether would 


they fly to ſupply the want of 
them in their Study? Or how 


far would it profit them? I fear 
but little. wy 
Things known and common 
are often deſpifed, whilſt things 
conecaled, tho' not of equal va- 
ſue, are earneſtly ſought. ¶ bat 
c more uſeful than Fire and more 
precious than Water ? What more 
amiable than the Earth cloathed 
with Flowers and all things which 


ce Beautif, ul 2 bat More delight- 


S 


ful than Air? Which when tis ob- 


ſtructed will make all things ccaſe 
t ſeem pleaſant! But in their vaſt 


D 2 Spheres 
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Spheres they are ex poſed to the 
common uſe of Mankind, and, 'by a 
prepoſterous Tmagmation, they are 
thaug ht to be of no Cate. 
Don't therefore be of that 
Number, who negle& and de- 
ſpiſe known things, and ſeek. 
with all their might TAs which; 
are Fabulous and at beſt but Me- 
taphorical; ſpoken, not to lead 
but miſlead ou; theſe, whilſt 
they remain Riddies, mightily a- 
muſe, and when unfolded their. 
Virtue ceaſes. Such things ſerye 
to ſhew the Wit of the Inven- 
tor, more than the Value of the 
things themſelves. For if by 
fucha Wit, the Skill and Practice 
of the Husbandman were drawn 
into fine-ſpun Riddles, hom great 

_ would be the Amuſement? How 
—_ 


PPC 
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high might the Expectation be 


raiſed, but with what Profit? 


And even when unfolded, it 


would reſult in this, vix. tis ve- 


ry true, theſe things we daily ſee 
before our Eyes. As there is a 
great deal of Danger attends, and 
many Michiefs enſue an eager 
purſuit of Shadows, neglecting 


the plain courſe of Nature, fol 


would Caution againſt it, as Im- 
pediments rather than Helps. 


For Fables, nay even Miracles | 
themſelves, are more eaſily Mif- 


underſtood than Comprehend- 
ed, unleſs by the Authors of 
them. PR 

E. You have not ſpoken any 
thing to what I propoſed, Pray 


let me hear what you ha ve to ſay 
concerning the Particular I men- 
e tion 


Pn 
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tion at our laſt Conference.-- 
Inveſt. As it does not concertr 
this Enquiry, which is about 


the ſecret Philoſophylof thejHer- 


metick Art, I ſhall only leave 
with you an Eſtabliſhed Autho- 
rity, and not trouble you with 
mine, which I know you would 


diſpute. Sendivogius writes to 
this Effect, vix. N here 1s, ag we | 
have ſaid, Gut one Operation, and 
beſide it there is no other that is true . 


all they therefore are miſtaken, that 


ſay, that any particular thing beſ des 


this one way and natural matter, 1s 
truc; for a Bough us not to be had 


but from the ak of a Tree: It 


1 an impoſſble and ſenſleſs thing to 
40 about t9 produce a Bough ; it 15 


eaſier to make the Elvar it ſelf, 


than any Particular thing, alt hong h 


moſt 
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moſt pmple „Ther will be Profitable, 
and abide a- Natural Exalnnatton 


and Tryal.— But ſceing there are 
as may Opinions as Men, we will 


leaus every one to bis own Opinion: 


Let him that will unt fallow ou 


Counſel: and imitate Nature re- 


mein in hrs Error. Indeed parti- 


culars may cafily be made, if yau 
have a Free, whoſe Joly 
may be grafted mto divers Trees. 


There be many Artificers who feck 


their own Pancies : They ſeck a new 
| Nature and anew Matter, and in 


concluſion find a new Nothing, Be- 
cauſe they interpret the Writings of 
Philoſophers, not according to, the 


 Poſfibility of Nature, but the Let- 


Fer. 


have treſpaſſed upon your 
Patience, Gentlemen, and could 
; very 


what is ſaid. _ 8 
Iurite not for your applauſe, 
nor ſeek. your approbation no 
farther than it may be to your 
own advantage ; but give me 
leave to fay, I never had trou- 
bled my ſelf nor you, unleſs I 
had entertained an Opinion that 
ſome of the more judicious | 
would reap a Benefit from ſ@ | 
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the þ 
candida Relationof what an En- 
quirer had obſerved and knows: 
to be truly ſtated. And for the 
fake of fuch- ſuffer me to add, 


without going out of my P ro- 


vince, that theſe are not ran- 
dom Gueſſes, nor undigeſted 
Speculations, but ſuch as will 
find a place in all Ages to come, 
amon f the Knowiug in this 
Science, or this Enquiry. had 
never {cen the Light, Lherer 


* 


fore I ſhall conclude, with this 
Advice, take Natare for your 
Guide, the Philoſophers for your | 
 Coyplſellors, Reaſon and Hrperi- 


enge for your Aſſiſtants, and Lay 
your Foundation Deepand Wide 


even as Wide as whole Nature; 
don't let it he Shallow nor Nar- 
xow, if it be "twill not ſupnort 
the: Work. Let 
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Let there be choſen a ſure 
Foundation Stone; ſqquàred ac- 


cording to God's Commaral and 
Law, viz. And God ſaid, let the 


Earth bring forthG raſ. yielding Seed 
and the, Fruit Tree neelding Fruit a rh 
f, 


ter its kmd, whoſe Secd is in its ſe 


&c. and it was fo, and Tema ains 


ſo to this Day. Our Bleſſed Re- 


deemer ſays, that if the Seed 
remains alone, it will not Ger- 


minate, nor Increaſe unleſs it 
die, and then it will riſe again 


and multiply. The Philoſo- 


pliers unammouſly coneur, that 


Gold has hkewiſe its Seed i in it 
ſelf, which, they alſo teach, 
moſt die, that is put off its 
Form and then it riſes again 


Gloriouſty to Multiplication. 


Lou are not Ignorant that 
What 


N 
. 
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what I ſay is undeniably and 
conſtantly maintained by them. 
Therefore for what end ſhould] 
inlargeto Elucidate theſe things? 
if what is ſaid will not affect 
your Study and Practice, more 
will not. If you will not be 
inſtructed by God and Chriſt, 
Nature and the Philoſophers, 
how can I expect you will be 
more attentive to what 1 fay ? 
tho Iwill add, to heighten your 
attention, Nature, by her Daily 
Actions before your Eyes, ſut- 
ficiently confirms theſe things, 
in the Multiplication of the ſe- 
veral Species. 
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